South Quesnel Business Association

Notes from April 18th meeting,
No quorum, so agenda was not followed


Guest Speaker: Tammy Janzen (Executive Director of Seasons house)
Below are some Facts/information that was shared with us:
· Seasons house currently has 25 beds
· B.C Housing supplies “Emergency Weather Funding” for an additional 20 rooms at the Grace Inn
· Bridges housing has 28 Bachelor Suites (All full)
· The seasons house offers more than just a place to stay to house-less people. They offer the “Homeless Prevention Program, Rental Subsidy, Emergency Hyrdo assistance.
· Seasons house also partners with Northern Health, Bylaw and RCMP. 
· Grants have been available as well as community Action Initiatives to help run programs such as “Clean teams” providing meaningful work for houseless people
· Super 8 Motel is NOT going to be a homeless shelter: 
· No services up the hill for folks
· DL Hill is a major safety concern if people were to be walking
· The forest behind the Rec Center would likely become full of tents
· No soup kitchens, doctors, hospital or trauma services
· Many reasons could be added to the list
· How can SQBIA and businesses help? Advocate for more housing!
What can you do if you are having concerns/issues with a houseless person on your business properly or on City property
1. If on City property you can call bylaw
2. If on private property, call RCMP
3. You can kindly call seasons house with your concerns, if they are able to at the time they will come up with their mobile services van and give some assistance. Please note: It is VERY important to remember to be kind and compassionate when dealing with Seasons house Staff, and anyone for that matter. 

Meeting with Minister (Brenda Bailey, Minister of Jobs, Economic Development and Innovation)
Lisa and Tobi met with the Minister, other BIA`s, Chamber of Commerce and a few business owners on April 13 to discuss some of the challenges businesses are facing today, everyone for the most part shared the same concerns; some of which were:
· Crime reduction, vandalism and houseless people
· 5 Paid sick days have been a real struggle for businesses
· B.C Health tax has been a challenge for businesses
· Short staff
· It`s difficult and too expensive to get trades tickets, therefore we have a shortage of qualified people

 Survey Discussion:
We sent out a survey to members to see what the biggest concerns are and what people would like to see more of here in South Quesnel, as well as what should we be advocating to the City about. The number one response was tied for Safety/traffic/roadways/beautification. 
Safety, roadways and traffic is something we are continually advocating for, the significance of homeless, vandalism, and garbage is a rising concern across our province. The conversion cannot stop. 

Surplus Discussion:
Making beautification a priority is something we hear on a regular basis as well it is a part of our strategic plan. Our association currently has a surplus in which was earmarked for a capitol project. We have talked a lot about “Green Space” over the years, however with that we face some significant challenges. Our association cannot own land, nor does the City currently own any spaces in South Quesnel. Our association has been using bigger parking lots for events which has actually been quite successful. 

We have a proposed idea to spend our surplus on beautification such as:

- Banners from super 8/aroma foods all the way Extra Foods
- Snowflakes all throughout South Quesnel
- Hanging Flower Baskets
- Public Garbage cans
- Picnic tables, benches

These are just a few ideas, if you have a suggestion you would like to share please reach out. Lisa is going to plan a meeting with City Staff to see how we can work together and partner on a beautification project before moving ahead with the board.


If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to reach out: southquesnel@gmail.com
